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Demonstrate knowledge of adult literacy learning and teaching theories

	Level
	5

	Credits
	10


Purpose
This unit standard is for people with or developing specialist expertise to improve the literacy skills of adult learners in Aotearoa New Zealand.

People credited with this unit standard are able to describe the learning and teaching theories that underpin how adults acquire and develop literacy; and how these theories relate to strategies for developing the literacy skills of adult learners.

	Subfield
	Adult Education and Training

	Domain
	Adult Literacy and Numeracy Education

	Status
	Registered

	Status date
	21 May 2010

	Date version published
	21 May 2010

	Planned review date
	31 December 2013

	Entry information
	Open.

	Accreditation
	Evaluation of documentation and visit by NZQA and industry.

	Standard setting body (SSB)
	NZQA National Qualifications Services

	Accreditation and Moderation Action Plan (AMAP) reference
	0045


This AMAP can be accessed at http://www.nzqa.govt.nz/framework/search/index.do.

Special notes
1
For the purposes of this unit standard, adult literacy education includes design, delivery, assessment, and evaluation.

2
Definitions

Critical literacy refers to analysing and interpreting meanings, responding critically to texts when reading and listening, and being critically aware when writing and speaking.
Definitions refer to organisational and individual concepts of adult literacy.


Discussion refers to a process of comparison, contrast, and illustration.


Independent learning refers to the ability of the learner to select, practise, and use appropriate literacy strategies.


Socio-cultural refers to social and cultural influences when examining the communication and cognitive development of learners.

Teaching strategies refer to the deliberate application of knowledge and/or skills in 
a particular way to solve a problem.  A strategy could be carried out mentally, visually or in written form, and may be formal or informal.  Strategies may develop or be combined as a solution unfolds.


Theories refer to research based perspectives.


Varieties of New Zealand English refer to the varieties of English which are used in distinctive cultural, sociolinguistic, and educational contexts.

Elements and performance criteria

Element 1

Describe the learning and teaching theories that underpin how adults acquire and develop literacy.

Performance criteria

1.1
Description includes how learning and teaching theories relate to adult literacy definitions.
Range
definitions must include critical literacy.

1.2
Description includes a discussion of the relationships between listening, speaking, reading, and writing, in terms of adult literacy acquisition and development.

1.3
Description includes a discussion of the cultural and contextual nature of adult literacy practices, including non-verbal communication.

1.4
Description includes a discussion of at least two adult literacy teaching and learning theories as they apply to two groups of learners who have diverse literacy needs.

Range
diverse literacy needs may include but are not limited to – learners with English as an additional language, varieties of New Zealand English (including Māori Literacy), use of Te Reo Māori.

Element 2

Describe how adult literacy learning and teaching theories relate to teaching strategies for developing the literacy skills of adult learners.

Range
purposes of learning and teaching, processes and components, and socio-cultural contexts.

Performance criteria

2.1
Description includes a discussion of adult literacy learning and teaching strategies as they relate to development of identified literacy skills in reading.

2.2
Description includes a discussion of adult literacy learning and teaching strategies as they relate to development of identified literacy skills in writing.

2.3
Description includes a discussion of adult literacy learning and teaching strategies as they relate to development of identified literacy skills in listening and speaking.

2.4
Description includes a discussion of adult literacy learning and teaching strategies as they relate to development of skills in independent learning.

Please note

Providers must be accredited by NZQA, or an inter-institutional body with delegated authority for quality assurance, before they can report credits from assessment against unit standards or deliver courses of study leading to that assessment.

Industry Training Organisations must be accredited by NZQA before they can register credits from assessment against unit standards.

Accredited providers and Industry Training Organisations assessing against unit standards must engage with the moderation system that applies to those standards.

Accreditation requirements and an outline of the moderation system that applies to this standard are outlined in the Accreditation and Moderation Action Plan (AMAP).  The AMAP also includes useful information about special requirements for organisations wishing to develop education and training programmes, such as minimum qualifications for tutors and assessors, and special resource requirements.

Comments on this unit standard

Please contact NZQA National Qualifications Services nqs@nzqa.govt.nz if you wish to suggest changes to the content of this unit standard.
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